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Don’t Let Al Do Your
Writing for You

Thoro's much to gain by writing things yourscelf—and much to losc when you outsource it
Here's why entreprensurs need 10 De writers. by ELIZABETH WARDLE

very single step of an
entreprensurial journey
happens through some
form of writing—from
early pitches w later
marketing campaigns,
from contracts to plans. The
academic phrase for chis is:
“Writing mediates your activ-
ities." In other words, writing
helps you get things done.

Bur many people have a
vexed relationship with writing.
They remember their high
school teacher’s red pen, the
five-paragraph essay, and their
anxiery over high-stakes writing
tests. They remember memo-
rizing rules that they then didn't
get quite right, and hear vioices
in their heads telling them they
are hetter at math, or asking
why they didn’t learn o write
properly in their English class
25, Hor these people, wriling is
something they would prefer
Lo avoid.

For anxious writers, a tool
like ChatGPT might feel lilke
a godsend. After all, why
wirnldn’t wou want to get those
writing tasks out of the way
wilhoul the stroggle? [Fa new
tool can do the work for yon,
whv not take advancage? IF Al
can give you 10 nes marketing
slogans or drall a contract in
10 seconds, why not letit? Yoo
can skip the replay of your high
schonl English reacher’s voice
in your head, stop worrying
abour comma splices, and just
let the technology tuke over.
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There's o doubt that ATwill
be—already is—part of our writ-
ing lives going forward. But we
lese sometbing when we blindly
ermbrace new writing tools, slip
the eonnposiig process eotirely,
and run away from our bad
experiences with writing.

The first thing we lose by
relying too mouch on AL one of
the major functions of writing:
human conoecticn. Do you
remermber the ad Google ran
during the Olympics “Dear
Svdney™) suggesting kids
shonld vse ALto write aleter
explaining their adotiration
for Olym pians? Sports writer
Shehan Jevarajah woote: “Their
pitelis really, ‘Hey, we can [es]
and express emotions o your
danghter doesn't have o™
And there was a strong public
putery against the ad.

‘What surfaced in that moment
WLy that writing connects peo-
ple—and this connection is not
sorething we want e caitsouree
to @ ecinpater, I we don't wans
Alto replace human emotions
and redationships, 1hen we need
to think carefully about when
and why wee rely on AL ool

When yod face a writing task
large or small, ask vourself two
ueaticns: Wh are Fwriting
tof Wihiat connects with those
mudiences and feels meaningtil
to ther?

Sormetimes, what connects us
iz imperlection. Consider he let
ter your child might write to their
Olympic hero. The misspellings
and the awloward language are
aetially what make the writing
meaningful. These illustrate tha
a breathing and evolving himan
being is behind the words, and
the words are heartfelt. The
peflished and pecfect sentences
that Al produees are not what
Tieang wonld wrte 1o annther
person with whom they huave or
want to have & connection. And
telling A1t "revise to sewnd

rrre Dilee ann Byear-old” is just
faking Hurman cennection.

In addition to human
connection, anmber importan
funetion of wiiting isleaning,
Writing is not abont producing
a prroluet—or Al least, itis not
Jjustabour producing a prodoet.
What happens wher v gl
down to write a letter to an old
friend, a macketing campaign, or
awhite paper? Do you puk yoer
perfectly preformed thoeughts
down onthe page exactly as they
are in your mind? Frobably not,
Instead, the act of trying © tum

icleas it wrirten text is an act of

learning, As vou force yourself
o write sentenees and sketeh
ot therghig, vou lind 1hat your
idens chanpe. Unclear thoughs
become clearer, and one ides
leads to another. The act of
engaging in writing is an actof
thinking and learning.
When we rely on Al tools 1o
simply create o written product
foor us, wee Are ot wiritng. W are
producing a final product thar

WRITING. W

14¥ NOT H

refrinded of varialles you bad
not yet congidered and needed
o hammer s As voL wiote an
cmail tna fiicod abour your [a
est venture, did o gain o mew
perspective o o work?

or lose something when
v gkip the part of writing that
ig drafing, thinking, and learn
ing, If wom just instroct an Al
tool o write the pitch for vou or
tor efnail your friend an update,
ViH1 riss the epportumey
learn new things that will make
vour business better, You sell
vourself short.

Iy are an andos writer,
youl right fine that e past
feelings and experiences get in
the: way of wriling 1o leam. This
is verv common. [ teach writing
at Minmi University, and [imite
youl b by a fiew of the methods 1
share with my students.

First, identity and talk bacl:
to the voices invour head that
criticize Vo writing, Your
ruile-obwessed AT Eoglish teacher
is not weleeme here, Actively

IEFPROCESS OF TI.

learty, ook to weite 2 prodiict fior
SCHTIECE el3e's Cosmption.

Third, i viow really strogele to
ot wirds on A page hecaise yoo
are afraid of making mistakes,
changs vour tonls and environ
ment: Use pen and paper and
“freewrite” without stopping
ey mucenitor off and just
tpe as quickly as you can; story:
board your ideas; tall: into vour
pheene's Motes @pp and then use
that as a first draft.

W write because we need o
get things done; writing mediztes
all the aetivities we care abou.
Writing is rediaring oir activities
becatse—and whern—it enalles
reaningfinl relationships and
et nication Tedween human
beings, Those activites exist in
the first place becamse we mag-
ined theim as we used writing
to think, leam, and ereate, We
inncwate new ideas and paths
forward when we engage inthe
act of thinking throuph writing,

A% yoad pvigane the changing
wirld of Al-pravered writing

¥ ON A TOOLS TO CREATE A WRITTEN PRODLICT,
E FROCUCING & FINAL PRODUCT

ING FOR OTHER H
VEAIRIER

M ANS —
D LEARNING:

IEy OF o nov Bave meaning
[ other himans-and we are
dlsipping the process of thinking
and learning.

Make a uick list of the kinds
of wriking vou need todain
order 1o make vour business
successful. What happens when
won po through the process of
writing these texts? For example,
a5y wrote and practiced your
firat pitch o a parential partner
o [undeer, did v lear a3 o
dratted? Did one idea lead youw to
BTEW Oned A VO WTOE a com-
tract fior & nesy partner, were you

replace her with a voice that en-
CoLrages voul te kee [ Eoing and
make meaning with words,
Second, remind vourself
that wiiting for learming is &
private sandbos whers vl can
get anvthing on the page, and
T o T yedd will see 1L Yo
spelling errors and sentence
fragments don't matter; vou are
ST weritiog to see what you
diseorer. I the idea of writing
[l paragraphes and Feroeal prose
increases vour heart rate, then
wirite in bullets, fragments, or
even dialogue. The goal is to

tools, don't skip the opportunity
ter sl dowven and engage in the
composing processes that will
help vou magine new ideas, per-
sprectives, and connections.

Elizabeth Wardle is University
Irgtineeishied Professor, Koger
and Jooe Howe Distingarished
Professar of Written Conumuni-
cotion, it Director of e Howe
Center for Weiting Excellence at
Mirewnd Universily of Ofao. Her lal
st book is Writing Rediscoveraed:
Wine Concepts o Transform
Your Relatonship With Witing,
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